Praise for . . .

Calculated Risk
“Along with offering new insight into the historic 1942 American bombing raid on Tokyo, there are two wonderful love stories woven into this exciting, beautifully written memoir of the late General James H. Doolittle:

One offers readers—with the kind of detail that only a family insider could hope to uncover—powerful, touching images of the near-lifetime love affair between a man and a woman—Jimmy Doolittle and his wife, Joe—a love that would help shape American history. The other love story, radiating from every page, is between a devoted granddaughter and her grandfather, at once a national hero and a loving, ordinary man.”

—Robert Lindsey, former Chief West Coast Correspondent for The New York Times and author of The Falcon and the Snowman
“This affectionate but not uncritical biography by one of Doolittle's granddaughters usefully supplements existing material  . . . Josephine Doolittle emerges as a heroic figure in her own right (a pioneer in what would now be called counseling PTSD veterans) and in every respect a worthy match for her husband, who seems to deserve all the praise he has received.”—Publishers Weekly
“Hoppes' memoir is perfect for any reader searching for a more personal account of Doolittle and the incredible support he received from his wife—whose hair was prematurely grayed by her husband's love of risk.”



—ForeWord Magazine


“A personal account of a very public man.”—Booklist

“Jimmy Doolittle set more high water marks than any individual ever in the history of aviation. I have had the honor of knowing the Doolittle family since WWII. Jonna Doolittle Hoppes has done an outstanding job of covering this great man’s life, as well as shedding light on the wonderful relationship Jimmy shared with his wife, Joe. Calculated Risk is a magnificent legacy to a true American hero.”

—Bob Hoover, legendary aviator
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“The author doesn't always sugarcoat, however, and covers information not included in Doolittle's own autobiography (I Could Never Be So Lucky Again). She talks briefly about a love affair Jimmy had and his wife's forgiveness, as well as the suicide of their son, Jimmy. Although military history specialists will learn little new from this account, it can serve as an appealing, well-written introduction to general audiences. Archival photographs are included. Recommended for non-academic libraries.”

—Library Journal

 “Jonna Doolittle Hoppes has done a wonderful job detailing the story of her grandfather’s exploits as a visionary aviator. At the same time, she shows us the deep love and affection that Jimmy Doolittle and his wife, Joe, enjoyed throughout their long life together. Calculated Risk is a tribute to not only one of the greatest heroes in American history, but to a loving husband as well.”

—Helie Lee, author of Still Life with Rice and In the Absence of Sun
“Jonna Hoppes’ definitive biography of her grandfather is a life story and a love story, a journal of WWII , an intimate panorama of the history of aviation. Written from inside the family and inside the heart with meticulous research into weaponry, war actions and heroic deeds, the book also shines a spotlight on his oft-overlooked wife as it combines suspenseful plotting, sparkling dialogue, vivid portrayals of myriad characters, and lyrical descriptive passages.”



—The Literary Guild of Orange County
“At least a dozen books have been written featuring Jimmy Doolittle’s remarkable contributions to aeronautics and this one reiterates them. It also describes how Joe Doolittle, the love of his life, contributed her energy and selfless work as his goodwill emissary and spokeswoman for those serving our country. It is a granddaughter’s loving and respectful review of the lives of two important people in her life who happened to be celebrities.”

—Carroll V. Glines, Colonel, USAF (Ret), Curator, Doolittle Library, University of Texas at Dallas
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